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WEATHER

Temperatures averaged about five

degrees above normal for the Panhandle

but were near normal for the remainder

of the State. Scattered shower activity

was comon over the entire State.

Heavier amounts fell over the southern

portion and the Panhandle with amounts

ranging from 1.00 to 1.50 inches.

CROPS

Nebraska farmers completed consider-

able fieldwork this past week with over

five days suitable. Rainfall delayed

fieldwork temporarily but helped green

up crops and sprout others.

Winter wheat is in mostly fair to

good condition statewide. The average

weighted condition for the State averaged

77% compared with 73% a week ago and 80%

for a year ago at this time. Reports

ranged from poor to excellent with excel-

lent ratings coming from the southeast

districts and some areas of the Panhandle.

Fields with thin and spotty stands are

experiencing weed infestations over the

State. As of now, over 45% of the wheat

has jointed, with the east central and

southeast districts belngmore advanced.

Corn planting is continuing state-

wide at a rapid pace with over 65%

planted, which is near normal for the

date but below the 85% planted a year

ago. Early planted corn is reportedly

up and having good stands.
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CROPS (Cont.)

Sorghum and soybean plantings have

begun in most areas. At this time, both

crops are nearly 15% planted, which is

near normal. Normally, soybeans are 15%

and sorghum 20% planted. A year ago both

were 20% completed.

Alfalfa is in mostly good condition

statewide. Several reports indicate that

farmers are beginning to take the first

cutting. Alfalfa weevils continue to

show up in increasing numbers in the

southern two-thirds of the State. Chemi-

cal control has been used in several

areas; others indicate they will spray

after the first cutting. Wild hay is in

mostly fair to good condition.

Topsoil moisture supplies were still

short in 22% of the counties reporting as

of last Friday with none reporting surplus

moisture. Subsoil moisture supplies im-

proved some from the previous week but

were still short in 75% of the counties

reporting. This compares with 16% short

a year ago.

LIVESTOCK

Pasture and range feed supplies are

short in 69% of the counties reporting.

Pastures continue to green up, but addi-

tional moisture is needed to make adequate

growth. Cattle continue to be moved to

summer pastures.
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